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Tampines GRC looks set to be hotly
contested at the upcoming general
election,with three opposition par-
ties staking their claim to the con-
stituency held by the ruling Peo-
ple’s Action Party (PAP).
The Workers’ Party (WP) has

been walking the area over the past
two years, at least, and party sourc-
es told The Straits Times that it in-
tends to contest Tampines.
The National Solidarity Party

(NSP), which contested the five-
person group representation con-
stituency in the last three general
elections, held walkabouts there as
recently as Jan6 andFeb9. It told ST
it would press on with its work
there, which has not stopped since
2020 and has intensified of late.
Now, the People’s Power Party

(PPP) is entering the fray, with its
secretary-general Goh Meng Seng
announcing onFeb 23 at the party’s
latest outing in Tampines Street 81
that he intends to field a team in
Tampines, as it is the constituency
with the “highest possible chance
of winning for (the party)”.
He said this just hours after PPP

announced late on Feb 22 its with-
drawal from an opposition alliance
led by Peoples Voice (PV) party
chief Lim Tean due to “irreconcil-
able strategic differences”.
When asked for comment on a

possible multi-cornered fight in
Tampines, Social and Family Devel-
opment Minister Masagos Zulkifli
said he would deal with it “when
the time comes”.
MrMasagos, anMP for Tampines

GRC and the PAP’s anchor minister
in the constituency, said the team
remains focused on serving resi-
dents.
Two new faces have been spotted

with the PAP team in Tampines
GRC. They are Dr Charlene Chen,
an academic, and Mr Gabriel Lam,
chief operating officer of moving
company Shalom Movers.
For WP, the four individuals

tipped tobe fielded as candidates in
Tampines are Mr Jimmy Tan, 53,
who is self-employed; Mr Jasper
Kuan, 46, a payment expert; Mr
Andre Low, 33, a dispute lawyer
turned consultant; and Ms Afifah
Khalid, 42, an associate director in
the financial services industry.
They were photographed with

former party chief Low Thia
Khiang and other party leaders on
two occasions in 2024, as part of
WP’s Hammer newsletter outreach
activities in April and November.
MrAndre Low is aRaffles Institu-

tion alumnus who graduated with
first-class honours from University
College London’s law school and
pursued a Master of Business Ad-
ministration at business school In-
sead after pivoting to the start-up
scene. He now works at one of the
Big Three consulting firms.
His LinkedIn profile showed that

he was an aide to Sengkang GRC
MPLouis Chua for three years from
July 2020. He helped with weekly
Meet-The-People Sessions, as well
as policy research and grassroots
engagement.
Mr Andre Low is part of the four-

person executive committee in the
WP’s media team, where he leads
strategy and messaging, and man-
ages the party’s web and experi-
mental digital engagement.
Mr Kuan, who does business de-

velopment work in the payment in-
dustry, was onceHougangMPDen-
nis Tan’s legislative assistant. He
hasbeen involved inparty activities
since the 2020 General Election.
Mr JimmyTan joinedWP as a vol-

unteer in 2017, and is WP chief Pri-
tam Singh’s legislative assistant.
ST has contacted WP for com-

ment.
In 2020, a PAP team led by Mr

Masagos retained Tampines GRC
with 66.4 per cent of the vote

against an NSP team helmed by
president Reno Fong.
TheGRChas been operatingwith

one fewer representative since July
2023, after Ms Cheng Li Hui vacat-
ed her seat in Tampines East after
her affair with then Speaker of Par-
liament Tan Chuan-Jin.
On rebuilding trust with resi-

dents after Ms Cheng’s resignation,
Mr Masagos, who is also Second
Minister for Health and Minister-
in-charge of Muslim Affairs, said
the first thing the teamdid “was get
everyone together and say ‘don’t
forget,we still need to serveour res-
idents’”.
“I think we have come a longway.

In life, things happen, and you don’t
walk with your tail between your
legs as if things have gone really
bad,” he said.
TheotherTampinesGRCMPs are

Dr Koh Poh Koon, Senior Minister
of State forManpower, and Sustain-
ability and the Environment; Mr
Desmond Choo, Mayor of North
East District; and Mr Baey Yam
Keng, Senior Parliamentary Secre-
tary for Transport, and Sustainabil-
ity and the Environment.
Mr Goh said he will “definitely”

work out with the other opposition
parties how to avoid a multi-cor-
nered fight in Tampines.
He is anticipating significant

changes to its boundaries when the
Electoral Boundaries Review Com-
mittee releases its report, given the
constituency’s expanded size.
Since the last election, nine poll-

ing districts have been added to
Tampines GRC, which has seen its
voting population increase by 11.69
per cent during this period to
164,462. It now has 60 polling dis-
tricts.
Asked whether PPP has been in

talkswith the other opposition par-
ties eyeing Tampines GRC, Mr Goh
said he had already spoken to NSP
and both parties are in negotia-
tions.He added that he has not spo-
ken toWP, as it has not publicly said
it intends to contest there.
Mr Goh told reporters during his

Tampineswalkabout on Feb 23 that
he intends to contest Tampines
GRC and introduced the media to
the party’s chairman, Mr Derrick
Sim.
Mr Sim, a 45-year-old financial

planner, called himself the “Tam-
pines boy”. He said he has lived in
the Tampines Central ward for
more than 35 years.
Mr Sim told themedia that he is a

former police officer. He said he
was inspired to join the PPP when
heheard about vaccine injuries dur-
ing the Covid-19 pandemic and that
he is not vaccinated against the cor-
onavirus.
Up till Feb 22, the PPP was in an

alliance with PV, the Reform Party
and the Democratic Progressive
Party. They had intended to contest
under the People’s Alliance for Re-
form banner.
Mr Goh contested Tampines GRC

under the NSP banner previously,
in the 2011 election.
In 2020, Mr Goh fought in Mac-

Pherson and finished with 28.26
per cent of the vote.
Mr Goh said: “The voters staying

in Tampines are hoping for me to
return as I met them on the
ground.”
NSP secretary-general Spencer

Ng said NSPwelcomes all parties to
contest the election “in the true
spirit of democracy”.
“It does not matter whether it’s a

straight fight or multi-cornered
fights. What matters most to us are
our voters’ concerns, and how we
can help to address them and build
a more perfect home and country,”
he said.

wongpeiting@sph.com.sg

•Additional reporting by Tham
Yuen-C, David Sun and Vanessa
Paige Chelvan
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GE2025: 4-way fight
may be brewing
for Tampines GRC
Wong Pei Ting
Correspondent

The National University Hospital
(NUH) is expected to replace half
of its 1,200 beds and add another
100 new ones by 2033 as part of
ongoing efforts to redevelop the
hospital campus.
By 2038, the remaining older

beds will also be replaced and an-
other 200 bedswill be added, tak-
ing the hospital’s total to 1,500.
The emergency departments,

operating theatres and specialist
outpatient clinics will also be en-
hanced.
Health Minister Ong Ye Kung

gave this update on Feb 22 in his
speech at a dinner and dance
commemorating the hospital’s
40th anniversary.
“The redesigned campuswill be

much more user-friendly, with
shorter travel distances between
facilities, and services that are
easier to locate. The campus will
be greener, with more plants and
trees, and less carbon emissions,”
Mr Ong said to an audience of
4,000 at Sands Expo and Conven-
tion Centre.
“This will be a major upgrade of

the healthcare infrastructure in
the western part of Singapore.”

The redevelopment of the NUH
campus aims to meet the western
region’s evolving healthcare
needs.
It is expected to take about a

decade to be completed.
Mr Ong said that in the next

decade, while NUH will continue
to uphold its ethos and excellence,
the landscape inwhich it operates
will be different.
The population will be older,

the conditions of patients will be
more complex, medical technolo-
gy will take multiple leaps for-
ward, and resources will become
tighter as national healthcare ex-
penditure goes up, said Mr Ong.
Given such factors, NUH is like-

ly to go through threemajor trans-
formations, he added.

One is the physical transforma-
tion, as the hospital is already 40
to 50 years old. Its campus layout
is far from ideal, and facilities are
getting time-worn, the minister
said.
“The process is quite complex,

as you can appreciate, because the
hospital will still be operating
even while undergoing redeve-
lopment. New wards will there-
fore have to be constructed in or-
der to facilitate a musical chair
process of relocating existing
wards and redeveloping their cur-
rent sites,” said Mr Ong.
Another transformation is in

the area of technology, for it per-
meates many hospital processes.
Before long, every care team

will have an artificial intelligence

(AI) companion to help them di-
agnose patients and prescribe
care pathways.
The AI companion’s predictive

powerswill help the care teaman-
ticipate what could gowrongwith
a patient and take action to pre-
vent it.
Scans will be read by AI soft-

ware and known anomalies will
be highlighted.
Medical records will also be au-

to-generated, with AI tools listen-
ing in on conversations between
patients and doctors.
Sensors and algorithms will

monitor the movements of pa-
tients and keep them safe.
Robotic surgery may become

cost-effective, with lower prices
of equipment and consumables,
discipline in application, and con-
solidation of case volume.
Finally, there will also be a pop-

ulation health transformation.
Mr Ong said there will be much

stronger collaboration between
acute and community hospitals,
family doctors, nursing homes,
hospices and other community
care providers.
Patients will be seen where it is

most conducive for their recovery,
and rehabilitation and transitions
will be more seamless.
NUH will also plug into the net-

work of active ageing centres, and
through its health posts, deliver
clinical and preventive care in the
community.
There will probably be stronger

partnership with even fitness
coaches, coffee shops and hawker
centres to encourage exercise and
better diet.
“In other words, I believe in the

next 10 years, there will be a deci-
sive shift away from hospitals to
the community in giving care,”
said Mr Ong.
“Manpower will increasingly be

deployed to multiple settings, es-
pecially those in communities,
closer to residential homes.”
He added: “NUH, as a brand, as

an identity, will no longer be syn-
onymous with a hospital, but a
health system, from acute to pre-
ventive, from curative to rehabil-
itative to palliative, for commun-
ities in the west.”

NUH to add 300
beds, replace older
ones by 2038
Move will take total
bed count to 1,500;
clinical facilities will
also be enhanced

liyinglee@sph.com.sg

The redevelopment of the National University Hospital campus aims tomeet the
western region’s evolving healthcare needs. The redesigned campus will also be
more user-friendly and greener. PHOTO: LIANHE ZAOBAO

Lee Li Ying
Correspondent

The upcoming Osaka World Expo
highlights the latest in global sci-
ence and technological innovation,
as well as international cultures
from participating countries, in-
cluding Singapore.
However, interest has been tepid

ahead of its April launch. The pub-
lic’s indifference follows a spate of
bad press over issues such as cost
overruns, as well as complaints
about the online ticketing system.
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World expo •
Interest tepid
ahead of event

Germans vote in high-stakes election

Women in traditional Bollenhut pompomhats, associatedwith theBlack Forest region, were among those casting their votes in Gutach, southernGermany, on Feb
23 in a pivotal election for the country. The conservatives are the strong favourites in this election, after a campaign rocked by a far-right surge and the return of
US President Donald Trump. The high-stakes vote in the European Union’s biggest economy comes amid tectonic upheaval in US-Europe ties sparked by Mr
Trump’s direct outreach to Russian President Vladimir Putin, excluding the EU from talks, to end the Ukraine war. PHOTO: AFP SEE THE BIG STORY • A5


